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PimsleurÂ® equals success. Just one 30-minute lesson a day gets you speaking and

understanding like no other program. This course includes Lessons 1-16 from the Chinese

(Mandarin) Level 1 program - 8 hours of audio-only effective language learning with real-life spoken

practice sessions. Each lesson provides 30 minutes of spoken language practice, with an

introductory conversation, and new vocabulary and structures. Detailed instructions enable you to

understand and participate in the conversation. Practice for vocabulary introduced in previous

lessons is included in each lesson. Topics include: greetings, numbers, meals, shopping, telling

time, scheduling activities, and asking and giving directions. The emphasis is on pronunciation and

comprehension, and on learning to speak Mandarin Chinese.   The Mandarin Chinese Language

Over one billion people speak Chinese. The two most common dialects are Mandarin and

Cantonese. They are not mutually intelligible. Mandarin is the official language in Mainland China,

Taiwan, and Singapore. The Mandarin dialect is used in most Chinese schools, and in most TV

programs, movies, and radio stations throughout the country, even in Guangzhou (formerly Canton),

where people speak Cantonese in their daily lives. Mandarin is one of the six official languages of

the United Nations. Tech Talk - CDs are formatted for playing in all CD players, including car

players, and users can copy files for use in iTunes or Windows Media Player.
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Obviously the course you chose should depend on what you want as well as how you learn. This



Pimsleur course offers conversational Mandarin, not reading or writing. In fact that is what I want

right now. It proceeds almost entirely by immersion with very little discussion of grammar or

pronunciation. That is not perfect for me, though it might be for you. I will come back to it. This

Pimsleur course is entirely audio and so is very well suited to learning as you drive or walk or

whatever.This is very convenient but there is another reason for it: Pimsleur has theory that if you

look at written Mandarin (or any language) too early then you will have trouble acquiring a native

accent, because you will pronounce the written Mandarin with an American accent (supposing you

are American...). This may be exactly right, if Mandarin is only your second language. If you have

already learned several languages with reasonably correct accents then maybe you will have less

tendency to make that mistake.The problem with immersion-only Mandarin for me is that this is an

intimidating language for Americans. The musical tone of each vowel changes the meaning of a

word and the tones are hard for me to learn.So I am going to cheat on Pimsleur by also using

Chinesepod downloads (mp3) and their written supplements. Sometimes I really can't be sure if a

syllable on the Pimsleur CD begins with b or d. I can't always tell if a tone is rising or falling

(although the narrator often steps in to help with that). So I will look it up. If Mandarin is your first

foreign language maybe you should start with straight Pimsleur for just the reasons they give.

Mandarin, even more than most European languages, is useless if you do not have a good accent.
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